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SUMMARY 
 
A preliminary ecological assessment of land between Clouston Street and Kelbourne Street, Glasgow 
was carried out on 20 and 24 April 2012 for New City Vision. 
 
The aim was to provide an overview as regards the presence or likely presence of protected or notable 
habitats and species, and to begin an evaluation of biodiversity value.  
 
The habitats at the site are primarily of two main types – dense scrub dominated by birch, with individually 
spaced mature trees, and open neutral grassland. Some planting (by local residents) is also taking place.  
There are no rare or notable habitats or plant species.  

 
There is no evidence of otters within the site or surrounding area, and the site itself offers no opportunities 
for otters in relation to food resources or for movement, that might attract otters to the site.  
 
There is a built-structure to the south of the site (adjacent to Clouston Street), and an ivy-covered wall to 
the southeast corner of the site.  These and some of the trees within the survey area, have the potential 
to provide roost opportunities for bats.  A preliminary dusk survey did not record any bats. Further work 
will be carried out. 
 
There is no evidence of great crested newts or other amphibian species, or potential breeding habitat 
within or close to the survey area.   
 
There is no evidence of badgers within or close to the survey area, and while badgers may use the River 
Kelvin corridor and could access the site, there are no realistic sett building opportunities, and given the 
time of year of the survey, with no evidence present it is unlikely that badgers use the site.  
 
There is no evidence of water voles within or close to the survey area, and there is little opportunity or 
reason for water voles to colonise the site.  

 
There is some limited scope for nesting in the mature trees, and in boundary walls. Ground nesting is 
unlikely given the amount of disturbance from local use. The site is not large in terms of numbers of 
breeding pairs and lacks significant nesting opportunities. However, a breeding bird survey in May and 
June would provide useful data on the range of species and number of pairs likely to be present.  
 
Wintering birds will mainly be domestic species such as those listed above. Winter migrants may pass 
through, such as redwing and fieldfare, although the food resource is not significant and disturbance 
again would inhibit any lengthy stays at the site. 
 
The habitats of the site will be home to the common range of invertebrates. It is not considered likely that 
notable or rare species would be present.  The habitats are not suitable for the LBAP species such as 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  No further work on invertebrates is considered necessary at this time, 
given site conditions, but the results of scoping may highlight an issue requiring further investigation. 
 
Bat and Breeding Bird surveys are to be undertaken, as well as a visit later in the season when plant 
species are more available for recording. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This report was commissioned by New City Vision and concerns a preliminary assessment of land 
between Clouston Street and Kelbourne Street, Glasgow. 

 
The preliminary assessment, carried out on Monday 16 April 2012, was requested in order to provide 
New City Vision with an overview of the area as regards the presence or likely presence of protected or 
notable habitats and species, and to begin an evaluation of biodiversity value. Particular attention was 
given to the potential for otter, water vole, badger, bat, amphibian and breeding bird activity within the 
survey area, which included the site and recognised species boundary zones. 
 
An assessment of the mature trees for potential to hold bats roosts was undertaken on Friday 20 April 
2012. This was followed up by a preliminary dusk survey for bats on Tuesday 24 April 2012. 
 
 
2.0 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 
The site is located at Grid Reference NS 570 678, to the north of Clouston Street in the North Kelvin area 
of Glasgow.  It is situated between Clouston Street (southern boundary) and Kelbourne Street to the 
north. Sanda Street forms part of the eastern boundary with tenement properties (and associated 
backspaces) to the southeast corner and along the western boundary.  
 

Figure 1. Site Location  

 
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey data by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of The Controller of Her 

     Majesty’s Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Licence Number AL100028592. 
 

 
Buildings and road networks surround the site boundaries, with the River Kelvin (and wooded corridor) 
flowing north to south, west of the site (approximately 100m to the nearest point). 

 
The wooded conditions along the River Kelvin extend out, in to the Botanic Gardens, to the south and 
west of the site. 
 
The site consists of former playing fields/football pitches, now disused and colonised by a range of plant 
species, creating an area of open grassland with scattered scrub and areas of dense scrub dominated by 
birch (Betula sp(p)). A number of mature lime (Tilia x europaea) trees line the roadside edge to Clouston 
Street. The site is well-used by local residents for dog walking, as a through-way between Clouston Street 
and Kelbourne Street, and is being used for social/community gardening projects. 
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Photo 1. The site with mature lime trees lining the edge to the pavement. 

 
 

3.0 SCOPING 
 
As this report concerns a preliminary assessment of the site, full scoping for existing data has not yet 
been undertaken. The following has been accessed to date: 
 
North Kelvin Meadow Website 
http://northkelvinmeadow.com/ 
 
Glasgow City Council’s “Living in Glasgow” Website 
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/en/Residents/Parks_Outdoors/Ecology/ 
 
Glasgow Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/en/Residents/Parks_Outdoors/Ecology/Biodiversity/localbiodiversityactionplan.htm 
 
 
A scoping exercise will be carried out in due course, to advise further on the biodiversity of the site. 
 
 
4.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
Phase 1 Habitat Survey was undertaken using standard Phase 1 methodology as outlined in the JNCC 
Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey (JNCC, 1990).  All accessible parts of the site were walked and 
mapped, and target notes were taken where areas of habitat were too small to map, or to provide further 
information on features of note. The survey was extended out by 50m around the site boundary where 
access was available. 

 
During Phase 1 Habitat Survey note was taken of the actual or potential presence of faunal species such 
as otter, water vole, badger, bats, amphibians and breeding birds (protected species). 

 
Weather conditions were generally good during the initial period of survey (16 April).  It is early in the 
season for recording plant species, and a return visit will be necessary. 

 
The dusk survey for bats was postponed from the visit to the site on the 20 April 2012 due to the 
conditions (heavy showers), and re-scheduled for Tuesday 24 April 2012 to ensure more stable weather 
conditions for foraging bats. 
 
Following completion of the habitat survey, all habitats (and species) identified as being present within the 
site are checked against the following documents in order to determine their specific legislative status and 
ecological significance: 
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 EC Habitats Directive (Annex I, II, IV); 
 EC Birds Directive (Annex I, II); 
 The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994; 
 Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended 
 Protection of Badgers Act 1992 as amended 
 Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
 National Biodiversity Action Plans 
 Red Data Books 
 RSPB Lists of Birds of Conservation Concern 
 Scarce Plants in Britain (Stewart et al 1994) 
 and other publications as relevant 
 
 
5.0 SURVEY RESULTS 
 
5.1 Habitat 
 
The site consists of four main Phase 1 Habitat categories: 
 
 A2.1 Dense/continuous scrub 
 A2.2 Scattered scrub 
 A3.1 Scattered broadleaved trees 
 B2.1 Unimproved neutral grassland 
 
The habitats arise from the presence of former playing fields/football pitches, now disused and colonised 
by a range of plant species, creating an area of open grassland with scattered scrub and areas of dense 
scrub dominated by birch (Betula sp(p)). A number of mature lime (Tilia x europaea) trees line the 
roadside edge to Clouston Street.  

 

 
          Photo 2. Viewed across the site towards the southwest corner. 

 
A large mature poplar (Populus sp.) tree stands on the eastern edge of the site to Sanda Street. The 
eastern part of the site itself is densely covered in birch scrub with rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and willow 
(Salix sp(p)), with strawberries (Fragaria sp(p)) below the canopy. Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium) lines the 
edge of the site to Sanda Street – most likely a former hedge-line. 
 
The open grassland is largely dominated by cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), with Yorkshire fog (Holcus 
lannatus), fescues (Festuca sp(p)), bent grass (Agrostis sp(p)), perennial rye grass (Lolium perenne) and 
rough meadow grass (Poa trivialis). Birch, butterfly-bush (Buddleja sp(p)), hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna), elder (Sambucus nigra) and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) shrubs (young trees) are scattered 
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individually or in small groups throughout the grassland. Horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) and 
cherry (Prunus sp(p)) seedlings were also recorded particularly to the northwest corner. 

 
Some of the herbs recorded include wood avens (Geum urbanum), cleavers (Galium aparine), dandelion 
(Taraxacum officinale agg), hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)(noxious 
weed), colt’s-foot (Tussilago farfara), buttercups (Ranunculus spp.) and ribwort plantain (Plantago 
lancelota). The list of species as recorded during the April 2012 survey visits is given in Appendix 1 along 
with species recorded by local residents (taken from the North Kelvin Meadow website1).   
 
The site has been planted up with a range of non-native plants as a food source (principally herbs), for  
landscape/garden purposes (bluebell species [Hyacinthoides sp(p) – possibly native species in the 
planted plot]), daffodils (Narcissus sp(p)), sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis), a single fir (Abies sp.) and other 
exotics. 
 
The native bluebell is listed on the Glasgow Local Biodiversity Action Plan.  The bluebells planted in the 
garden plot were not visible for identification at the time of survey. They may not have grown/survived.  
The bluebells noted elsewhere on the site are thought to be Spanish bluebells.   
 

Figure 2. Clouston Street Site – Phase 1 Habitat Map 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Target Note 1 Grid Reference NS 569 678 
A brick-built structure adjacent to Clouston Street, with a flat concrete roof slab. The windows have been 
bricked up. There are a number of holes/gaps that provide potential bat access to the inside. 
 

                                                            
1 http://northkelvinmeadow.com/ 

Habitats      Species 
A2.1 Dense scrub    Bet Betula sp(p) 
A2.2 Scattered scrub (green cross)  Pop Populus sp(p) 
A3.1 Scattered trees (green dot)   Sx Willow sp(p)) 
B2.1 Unimproved neutral grassland  Tiv Tilia x europaea 
           
Target Note (Red circle – numbered); Desire line/footpaths (dashed black lines) 
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Photo 3. Brick-built unit. 

 
Target Note 2 Grid Reference NS 570 678 
 
This part of the site has a number of plant troughs that are used for herbs. Compost bins are situated 
along the northern edge (Kelbourne Street). Bird feeders have been hung from a number of trees. 

 

 
                          Photo 4. Viewed towards the northwest corner of the site. 

 
Target Note 3 Grid Reference NS 571 678 
 
The site is dominated by dense birch scrub to the east of the site. A large poplar tree and a large willow 
stand at the edge of the site to Sanda Street. 

 
A fox (Vulpes vulpes) den was recorded within the woodland at NS57107 67792.  

 
Note: A fox (most likely the resident of the den) was subsequently seen on a visit to the site on Tuesday 
24 April 2012 during a dusk survey for bats. The fox travelled from the wooded area towards the school 
grounds at the northwest corner. 
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     Photo 5. Scrubby woodland - two mature trees at site edge (east) 

 
5.2 European Protected Species 
 
European Protected Species are covered by the Conservation Regulations 1994.  Refer to Appendix 2 for 
a summary of relevant legislation. 
 
5.2.1 Otter 
 
No evidence of otter presence was found within the site or the surrounding area.  Otters are present on 
the River Kelvin, and the Kelvin is not far from the site. However, there is no reason either for forage or 
shelter for otters to access the site. 
 
5.2.2 Bats 
 
There is some potential for bats to roost in the small brick-built structure and the mature trees within the 
site. The majority of the mature trees recorded were lime (Tilia x europaea), with one poplar (Populus sp.) 
and one willow (Salix sp.) 
 
The trees were assessed on 20 April 2012 and rated on their potential to hold roosts based on the 
condition of the trees, i.e. whether they had holes, cracks, crevices, broken branches, flaking bark, etc. 
Each tree was then given a rating of Low, Medium or High, based on that potential (See Table 1 below). 

 
The trees had recently been tagged as part of a tree survey. However, most of the tags had been 
removed from the lime trees. Those that remained have been recorded. 

 
Table 1: Tree Assessment for Bat Roost Potential 

Species Estimated DBH 
(Diameter at Breast 
Height) 
Tag no. (T:) where 
remaining 

Grid Ref No. Comments Risk category for 
potential bat roost. 
 
 

Lime 0.3m    NS 57015 67745 Hole  Low/Medium 
Lime 0.4m NS 57014 67746 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.5m NS 57014 67744 Broken branches, 

crevices 
Medium 

Lime 0.5m NS 57011 67745 Hole  Low/Medium 
Lime 0.4m NS 57008 67742 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.4m NS 57004 67746 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.5m NS 56997 67753 Broken branches, 

crevices 
Medium 

Lime 0.45m NS 56992 67756 Broken branches, 
crevices 

Medium 
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Species Estimated DBH 
(Diameter at Breast 
Height) 
Tag no. (T:) where 
remaining 

Grid Ref No. Comments Risk category for 
potential bat roost. 
 
 

Lime 0.5m NS 56991 67758 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.4m NS 56981 67766 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.4m NS 56974 67774 Broken branches Low/Medium 
Lime 0.4m NS 56971 67771 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.5m NS 56968 67770 Broken branches, 

crevices 
Low/Medium 

Lime 0.45m   (T:00629) NS 56959 67778 Broken branch (high up) Low/Med 
Lime 0.45m NS 56956 67781 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.4m NS 56954 67786 Opportunities limited Low 
Lime 0.4m     (T:00632) NS 56959 67791 Opportunities limited Low 
Poplar 1.3m     (T:00842) NS 57096 67769 Large pollarded tree. 

Crevices, open bark 
Medium 

Willow Multi-stem (T:00828) NS 57117 67808 Opportunities limited Low 
 

A brick wall to the southeast corner of the site has a dense cover of ivy (Hedera helix) which could 
provide some opportunity for roosting bats. 

 
A preliminary dusk survey for bats was undertaken on Tuesday 24 April 2012 to begin the process of 
determining use of the site by bats. 
 
Sunset: approximately 2042 hours.  Weather conditions were initially good. The temperature at 21.00hrs 
was approximately 80C. Light rain began to develop, gradually getting more persistent over time. The 
survey was terminated at approximately 21.55hrs due to the relatively poor conditions. 
 
No bats were recorded during the survey.  Further bat work will be carried out. 
 
5.2.3 Great Crested Newts 
 
There are no breeding opportunities within the site or in the immediate area (notwithstanding any ponds 
that may be located within private gardens). 
 
5.3 Badger 
 
No evidence of badger presence within the site or the surrounding area. Badgers do use corridors such 
as the River Kelvin Corridor, and can be found in urban situations.  However, sett building opportunity is 
low, and if a badger or badgers were accessing the site for forage purposes, April would be a good month 
to observe such signs, as badgers are feeding up after the winter, and still behaving territorially. 
 
5.4 Water Vole 
 
No evidence of water vole presence within the site or the surrounding area. The River Kelvin is not 
suitable in this stretch for water voles, and while water voles can inhabit terrestrial zones away from 
watercourses, there is no evidence to suggest that water voles have colonised this site. 
 
5.5 Birds 
 
Species recorded within or around the site during the survey visits include great tit (Parus major), blue tit 
(Cyanistes caeruleus), blackbird (Turdus merula), magpie (Pica pica), wood pigeon (Columba palumbus), 
feral pigeon (Columba livia) and robin (Erithacus rubecula). 
 
There is some limited scope for nesting in the mature trees, and in boundary walls. Ground nesting is 
unlikely given the amount of disturbance from local use. 
 
Wood pigeon nests were evident on some of the lime trees. It is not known whether they were this year’s 
(2012) nest or old nests.  Although magpies have the opportunity to nest no nests were recorded.  An old 
carrion crow (Corvus corone) nest was seen in a tree lining Sanda Street. 
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The site is not large in terms of numbers of breeding pairs and lacks significant nesting opportunities. 
However, a breeding bird survey in May and June would provide useful data on the range of species and 
number of pairs likely to be present. 
 
Wintering birds will mainly be domestic species such as those listed above. Winter migrants may pass 
through, such as redwing and fieldfare, although the food resource is not significant and disturbance 
again would inhibit any lengthy stays at the site. 
 
5.6 Amphibians 
 
As for Great Crested Newt, there are no breeding opportunities for other amphibian species within the site 
or in the immediate area (notwithstanding any ponds that may be located within private gardens). 
 
5.7 Invertebrates 
 
The following invertebrates were recorded during the first survey visit: 
 
 Three bumblebee species: Buff-tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris), red-tailed bumblebee (Bombus 

lapidarius) and white-tailed bumblebee (Bombus lucorum). 
 

 Orange-tip butterfly (Anthocharis cardamines). 
 

 Hoverfly species: (Eristalis sp.) 
 
The habitats do not suggest that species of particular note or rarity would be present. However, it is early 
yet for both plant species and consequently invertebrates that may feed on them, particularly butterfly 
species. 
 
 
6.0 EVALUATION OF BIODIVERSITY 

 
6.1 Evaluation Aims and Criteria 
 
The primary aim in the evaluation of biodiversity is to identify those habitats and species whose loss or 
damage as a result of the development would represent a significant impact on biodiversity from the local 
to national context. 
 
To that end, the following criteria are considered: 
 

 diversity of habitats and species that are potentially impacted, with reference to the local 
surrounding landscape, and the wider regional and national scale; 

 
 rarity of potentially impacted habitats and species in a local, regional and national context, and 

presence of any habitats or species listed in the national Biodiversity Action Plan, or a Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan;  

 
 presence of legally protected species on site, that may require the implementation of mitigation 

measures to avoid deliberate impacts on the local population. 
 
The site has no statutory or non-statutory conservation designations and the following evaluation should 
therefore be interpreted as assessing the quality of the site’s habitats in terms of the ecological resources 
of the local area, and the contribution the site makes to that resource.   
 
6.2 Biodiversity & Rarity 
 
This section will be completed once further surveys have been carried out. 
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TABLE 2:  LBAP HABITATS AND SPECIES  
  

 
Comments 

Habitats Unimproved Neutral 
Grassland 

The Glasgow Local Biodiversity Action Plan has a Plan for 
unimproved neutral grassland, with the aim of conserving this 
habitat type.  
The grasslands of the site have arisen from previous pitches.  
Further inspection will be made when plant species are more 
available in order to determine the quality of the grasslands.  

Plants  Bluebell. 
The bluebells across the site are thought to be Spanish 
bluebells or a hybrid. If the plot of bluebells are indeed native 
and grow, it would not class the site as a whole as a key 
bluebell site for Glasgow, although the species would add to 
the diversity of plant assemblage. 

Mammals  No LBAP species recorded. 
Amphibians  No LBAP species recorded. 
Birds  No LBAP species recorded to date 
Invertebrates  No LBAP species recorded to date 

 
 
6.3 Protected Species 

 
At this time no species with particular protection are present.  All wild birds, their nests and eggs are 
protected.  The first bat survey recorded no bats.  Further surveys may record them, and given its 
proximity to the Kelvin it seems reasonable that bats could be foraging on site. 
 
6.4 Discussion 
 
This section will be completed once further surveys have been carried out. However, at this time the site 
does not appear to have high biodiversity value.  It does lie close to the River Kelvin wildlife corridor, and 
some species, particularly birds, will make links to that corridor. If bats use the site, they will almost 
certainly link to the River Kelvin, or may come to the site from the river for forage purposes.   
 
 
7.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 
7.1 Habitats 
 
The habitats at the site are primarily of two main types – dense birch scrub with individually spaced 
mature trees, and open neutral grassland. Both habitats are developing over time due to the site being 
left unmanaged and allowed to be freely colonised with species. Some planting (by local residents) is also 
taking place. 
 
Diversity of plant species remains to be determined after a recording visit in late May.  The list as given 
on the North Kelvin Meadow website (not listing grasses), and those species so far recorded do not show 
any plants of particular note or rarity.  The plant assemblage will more likely reflect the general 
biodiversity value. 
 
There is no reason to undertake more specific plant species evaluations such as National Vegetation 
Classification. This is used where a rare or protected habitat is present, and provides a more detailed 
breakdown of that habitat.  This is not the case at this site. 
 
7.2 European Protected Species 
 
7.2.1 Otters 

 
There is no evidence of otters within the site or surrounding area. 

 
The River Kelvin is relatively close to the site to the west, and otters are known to make use of this 
corridor for feeding, movement and potentially for breeding purposes. However, the site itself offers no 
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opportunities for otters in relation to food resources or for movement. Therefore, there is no issue with 
regard to this species. 

 
7.2.2 Bats 
 
The built-structure to the south of the site (adjacent to Clouston Street), the ivy-covered wall to the 
southeast corner of the site (at the rear of the tenement properties), and some of the trees within the 
survey area, have the potential to provide roost opportunities for bats and this will have to be taken into 
account prior to any development and any potential demolition or felling proposals.  

 
Additional dusk/dawn surveys will need to be undertaken to establish whether bats are present locally 
and whether the site is used for roosting purposes. 
 
7.2.3 Great Crested Newts 
 
There is no evidence of great crested newts or potential breeding habitat within or close to the survey 
area (notwithstanding any ponds that may be located within private gardens).  There is no issue with 
regard to this species. 
 
7.3 Badgers 
 
There is no evidence of badgers within or close to the survey area and no issue with regard to this 
species. 
 
7.4 Water Vole 
 
There is no evidence of water voles within or close to the survey area and no issue with regard to this 
species. 

 
7.5 Breeding Birds 
 
Of the birds recorded during the course of the current survey, blue tit, great tit, common blackbird, 
common wood pigeon, magpie and robin have the potential, or are likely, to breed. 

 
It is also possible that a number of the migratory species that are just returning to Scotland could also 
make use of the site for nesting/breeding, in particular within the scrubby woodland once the cover begins 
to thicken up. Willow warbler and Chiffchaff are possibilities. 
 
7.6 Amphibians 
 
There is no evidence of amphibians or potential breeding habitat within or close to the survey area and no 
issues with regard to this group of species. 
 
7.7 Invertebrates 
 
The habitats of the site will be home to the common range of invertebrates. It is not considered likely that 
notable or rare species would be present.  The habitats are not suitable for the LBAP species such as 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  No further work on invertebrates is considered necessary at this time, 
given site conditions, but the results of scoping may highlight an issue requiring further investigation. 
 
 
8.0 FURTHER ACTIONS 
 
Surveys 
 
1. Undertake bat surveys of the built-structure (internal and external) to establish whether there are any 

occupied roosts or whether the structure is suitable as a hibernation site. 
 
2. Carry out dusk/dawn surveys at the site to determine whether bats are using the trees for roosting, or 

are using the site generally for commuting and foraging. 
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3. Carry out a Breeding Bird Survey to determine species and number of breeding pairs likely to use the 
site.  This is to inform the biodiversity value. The site will not support significant numbers of any 
species.  

 
4. Carry out a scoping exercise for existing data held by other parties. This may provide information that 

leads to consideration of other survey types. 
 
 
Suggestions for Development Proposals 
 
The following are suggestions for consideration for a development Masterplan, notwithstanding the 
results of 1-4 above. 
 
1. Any felling of trees at the site should be carried out during the winter period (December to 

February). This is with regard to both bats and nesting birds.   
 
2. A Bat Method Statement should be utilised at all times during tree felling and site clearance 

including during the winter months.  
 
3. If the site cannot be cleared during the winter, then bird nest checks from March to September 

will be necessary, and if any nests are found they will need to be avoided until no longer in use.  
 

There is no provision in the legislation to licence disturbance for the purposes of development.  
This applies to birds building as well as using nests.  A Bird Method Statement should be used.  

 
4. Prioritise native plant species for all landscape planting.  Other species have a role where they 

provide forage for local species, invertebrates and birds mainly.   
 
5. Landscape design should consider wildlife corridors around the site where possible, particularly 

leading towards the access lane which heads to the River Kelvin.  These would consist potentially 
of additional tree and shrub belts, areas of dense scrub, wildflower grasslands over grassland 
areas (where amenity grassland is not required). 

 
6. Consider erecting bird and bat boxes on suitable trees or buildings. Habibat2 bat boxes can be 

incorporated directly into buildings and can be faced to match the building.  Swift boxes can be a 
priority. 

 
7. Consider providing window boxes for plants and herbs as part of the building specification. 
 
8. Other boxes such as hedgehog and bee boxes may be possible. This would need to be 

discussed as landscape design progresses. 
 

 
     Ends 
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http://northkelvinmeadow.com/ 
 
Glasgow City Council’s “Living in Glasgow” Website 
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/en/Residents/Parks_Outdoors/Ecology/ 
 
Glasgow Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/en/Residents/Parks_Outdoors/Ecology/Biodiversity/localbiodiversityactionplan.htm 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
2 http://www.nhbs.com/habibat_bat_box_custom_brick_facing_tefno_183578.html 
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APPENDIX 1:  PLANT LIST 

There are three elements to the species list.  
 
1) The list of species recorded during the April 2012 survey visits, carried out on behalf of New City 

Vision. These are provided with dates, and in some cases they overlap with the North Kelvin Meadow 
(NKM) list of species shown in the right-hand column (As detailed on the NKM website – 
http://northkelvinmeadow.com  on 25 April 2012). 

 
2) The list of species recorded during the April 2012 survey visits, where they can be considered new 

records for the site (no NKM List is shown in the right-hand column). 
 

3) The list of species recorded by NKM but not recorded (as yet) during the April 2012 survey visits. 
These have been shaded to separate them out from the overall list. 

 
New species will added to the list as and when found. 

TABLE 1. PLANT SPECIES LIST 
 
 
No. Scientific dame: Common Name: Recorded 

Date: 
NKM Species List 
 

 Trees:    
1 Abies sp. Fir species 16-04-12  
2 Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 20-04-12  
3 Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut 16-04-12  
4 Betula pendula Silver Birch 16-04-12 NKM 
5 Betula pubescens Downy Birch 16-04-12  
6 Betula sp(p) Birch species 16-04-12 NKM  
7 Buddleja sp(p) Butterfly-bush 16-04-12 NKM  
8 Cotoneaster sp(p) Cotoneaster species 16-04-12  
9 Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 16-04-12 NKM 
10 Fraxinus excelsior Ash 16-04-12  
11 Hedera helix Ivy 16-04-12 NKM 
12 Ilex aquifolium Holly 16-04-12  
13 Ligustrum ovalifolium Garden Privet 16-04-12  
14 Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 20-04-12  
15 Picea sitchensis Sitka Spruce 16-04-12  
16 Populus sp. Poplar species 16-04-12  
17 Prunus sp(p) Cherry species 16-04-12  
18 Quercus sp. Oak  NKM 
19 Rhododendron sp(p) Rhododendron species 16-04-12  
20 Rosa sp(p) Rose species 16-04-12  
21 Sambucus nigra Elder 16-04-12  
22 Salix sp(p) Willow species 16-04-12  
23 Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 16-04-12  
24 Tilia x europaea Lime 16-04-12  
25 Ulmus glabra Wych Elm 16-04-12  
     
 Herbs:    
26 Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder 16-04-12 NKM 
27 Alchemilla mollis Lady’s–mantle   NKM 
28 Alchemilla sp(p) Lady’s-mantle species 16-04-12  
29 Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort  NKM 
30 Aster novi-belgii Confused Michaelmas-daisy  NKM 
31 Bellis perennis Daisy 16-04-12  
32 Cardamine flexuosa Wavy bitter-cress 16-04-12  
33 Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower 20-04-12  
34 Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear  NKM 
35 Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 16-04-12 NKM 
36 Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle 16-04-12 NKM 
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37 Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle 16-04-12  
38 Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora Montbretia 20-04-12 NKM 
39 Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted Orchid  NKM 
40 Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Spotted Orchid  NKM 
41 Dactylorhiza purpurella Northern Marsh Orchid  NKM 
42 Dactylorhiza sp(p) Orchid species  NKM 
43 Daucus carota Wild Carrot  NKM 
44 Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 16-04-12  
45 Epilobium montanum Broadleaved willowherb 16-04-12 NKM 
46 Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved Helleborine   
47 Eupatorium cannibinum Hemp-agrimony  NKM 
48 Euphrasia officinalis Eyebright  NKM 
49 Fragraria sp(p) Strawberry 16-04-12 NKM 
50 Galium aparine Cleavers 16-04-12  
51 Geranium pratense Meadow Crane’s-bill  NKM 
52 Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 16-04-12 NKM 
53 Geum urbanum Wood Avens 16-04-12 NKM 
54 Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 16-04-12 NKM 
55 Hyacinthoides sp(p) Bluebell species 16-04-12  
56 Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan 20-04-12  
57 Hypericum sp(p) St John’s-wort species 16-04-12 NKM 
58 Lamiastrum galeobdolon 

Ssp. argentatum 
Variegated archangel 16-04-12 NKM 

59 Lapsana communis Nipplewort  NKM 
60 Leucanthemum vulgare  Oxeye Daisy  NKM 
61 Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil  NKM 
62 Lunaria annua Honesty  NKM 
63 Myosotis sp(p) Forget-me-not species 20-04-12 NKM 
64 Narcissus sp(p) Daffodil 16-04-12  
65 Odontites vernus Red Bartsia 16-04-12 NKM 
66 Origanum vulgare Wild Marjorum  NKM 
67 Pilosella aurantiaca Fox-and-cubs  NKM 
68 Plantago lancelota Ribwort Plantain 16-04-12 NKM 
69 Plantago major Greater Plantain 16-04-12 NKM 
70 Potentilla anserina Silverweed  NKM 
71 Prunella vulgaris Selfheal  NKM 
72 Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup 16-04-12 NKM 
73 Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 16-04-12 NKM 
74 Rubus fruticosus Bramble 16-04-12 NKM 
75 Rubus idaeus Raspberry 16-04-12  
76 Rumex obtusifolius Broadleaved dock 16-04-12 NKM 
77 Senecio jacobaea Ragwort 16-04-12 NKM 
78 Solidago canadensis Canadian Goldenrod  NKM 
79 Symphytum officinale Common Confrey 16-04-12  
80 Taraxacum officinale agg Dandelion 16-04-12 NKM 
81 Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil  NKM 
82 Trifolim repens White Clover 16-04-12 NKM 
83 Trifolium pratense Red Clover 16-04-12 NKM 
84 Tussilago farfara Colt’s-foot 16-04-12 NKM 
85 Urtica dioica Common Nettle 16-04-12 NKM 
     
 Grasses, Sedges & 

Rushes: 
   

86 Agrostis sp(p)  Bent species 16-04-12  
87 Dactylis glomerata Cock’s-foot 16-04-12  
88 Festuca sp(p) Fescue species  16-04-12  
89 Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog 16-04-12  
90 Lolium perenne Perennial Rye Grass 16-04-12  
91 Poa annua Annual Meadow Grass 16-04-12  
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92 Poa trivialis Rough Meadow Grass 16-04-12  
93 Luzula sylvatica Great wood-rush 16-04-12  
     
 Ferns & Horsetails:    
94 Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler Fern 16-04-12  
95 Dryopteris filix-mas Male Fern  NKM 
96 Polystichum aculeatum   NKM 
97 Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail  NKM 
     
 Bryophytes:    
98 Eurhynchium striatum Common Striated Feather-moss  NKM 
99 Hylocomium splendens Glittering Wood-moss  NKM 
100 Rhytidiadelphus 

squarrosus 
Springy Turf-moss 16-04-12 NKM 
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APPENDIX 2:  SUMMARY OF RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

 

EC Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) 

The Directive aims to maintain biodiversity by requiring signatories to the directive to maintain or restore 
certain natural habitats and species at a favourable status within the European Community.  Annex 1 lists 
habitats that require the designation of special areas of conservation.  Annex II lists animal and plant 
species whose conservation requires the designation of special areas of conservation.  Annex IV consists 
of animal and plant species of community interest, in need of strict protection. 

 

EC Birds Directive (Council Directive 79/409/EEC) 

The Directive aims to deliver protection, management and control of all species of wild birds where they 
occur naturally.  Member states are required to take steps to maintain populations at levels at which they 
are sustainable both ecologically and scientifically.  For particular species a member state must designate 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) of suitable habitat.  An Annex 1 species is listed for reason of danger of 
extinction, vulnerability to specific habitat changes, rarity either by population size or restricted local 
distribution, or other specific habitat requirements.   

 

The Conservation Regulations 1994 

The Regulations make provision for implementing Council Directive 92/43/EEC, and provides for the 
conservation of natural habitats and habitats of species, provision for notification of “European Sites”, and 
provides for the protection of certain wild animals and plants.  It is an offence, except as permitted under 
the Regulations, to deliberately or recklessly: 

 
 Capture, injure, or kill a wild animal of a European Protected Species; 
 Harass an animal or group of animals; 
 Disturb such an animal while it is rearing or otherwise caring for its young; 
 Obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place, or otherwise deny the animal use of the breeding 

site or resting place; 
 Disturb such an animal while it is occupying a structure or place used for shelter or protection; 
 Disturb such an animal in a manner that is, or in circumstances which are, likely to significantly affect 

the local distribution or abundance of the species to which it belongs; or  
 Disturb such an  animal in a manner that is, or in circumstances which are, likely to impair its ability to 

survive, breed, or reproduce, or rear or otherwise care for its young;  
 Take or destroy the eggs of such an animal; 
 Damage, or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal. 

 

Licences for disturbance are at the discretion of Scottish Natural Heritage.  The following tests apply with 
regard to European Protected Species: 

  
1. A detailed summary of why the works are justifiable as a derogation of the 1994 Regulations Section 

44 (2). In the case of development, (e), may be the most likely option. This states: 
 
“preserving public health of public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest 
including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for 
the environment”  
 
In simple terms, the reason why the works are necessary must be clearly stated.  If Test 1 cannot be 
met, the licence application will fail.  Holding planning consent for a site does not meet the 
conditions of this test. 
 

2. That there is no other satisfactory solution both in terms of why this site was chosen instead of others 
considered, and that there is no other option other than to disturb etc the animals.  

 
3.   Reasons why the proposed work would not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the 

species concerned at a favourable conservation status at their natural range. This would include 
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detailed information on the mitigation measures to be employed. A mitigation programme should 
therefore be developed in consultation with a recognised expert for the species concerned and SNH 
(Scottish Natural Heritage) prior to making the application and the methodology of this clearly stated. 
This is important information which is considered as part of the application. 

 
IMPORTANT:  IF EPS are present in or near a site, and would be disturbed or directly impacted by 
a development, such that a licence would be required, the Planning Authority must satisfy itself 
that an EPS licence is obtainable before granting any planning consents.  The PA must therefore 
consider the three tests above, and if the PA considers that Test 1 cannot be met, then EPS 
licence would not be granted and the PA will therefore not give planning consent. 
 

 

Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 

“The Act sets out a series of measures which are designed to conserve biodiversity and to protect and 
enhance the biological and geological natural heritage of Scotland. In doing so, the Act provides the 
principal legislative components of a new, integrated, system for nature conservation within Scotland….In 
relation to biodiversity in particular, it requires public bodies and office-holders to consider the effect of 
their actions at a local, regional, national and international level. Measures relating to the protection of 
species and habitats also recognise the importance of the wider international context.” 

“It introduces, in Part 1, a new general duty on all public bodies and office holders (referred to in these 
notes as "public bodies") to further the conservation of biodiversity; It makes significant changes, in Part 
2, to the existing arrangements for the establishment and protection of sites of special scientific interest. 
In doing so, it replaces most of Part II of the existing Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (c.69) ("the 1981 
Act"); It extends in Part 3 the law in relation to the protection of birds, animals and plants by making 
significant amendments to the current provisions of Part I of the 1981 Act and by requiring production of a 
new code of guidance covering whale and dolphin watching and similar activities; It updates, also in Part 
3, the provisions of the existing Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (c.51), in order to increase penalties for 
offences such as badger baiting and aims to ensure greater consistency between that Act and the 1981 
Act; It requires, in Part 4, the creation by Scottish Natural Heritage ("SNH") of a code of guidance setting 
out recommendations, advice and information relating to fossils; It provides, in Part 5, for various 
supplemental matters including the publication of statutory guidance about the duty to further the 
conservation of biodiversity and SNH's functions under Part 2 and for minor and consequential 
amendments and repeals to a variety of other statutes 

 

Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
 
The Act protects plants and animals, with general provisions regarding all wild plants, birds, and animals, 
and particular protections or requirements with regard to plants, birds, and animals on the various 
schedules.   
 
Schedule 1 birds are priority species for which special penalties apply to infringement of the Act either 
against the bird, its nest, or eggs.  Additionally under the Act, all wild birds, their nests and eggs are 
protected.  It is an offence, except as permitted by the Act to intentionally or recklessly, 
 
 kill, injure, or take any wild bird 
 take, damage, destroy, or otherwise interfere with the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or 

being built 
 at any other time take, damage, destroy or otherwise interfere with any nest habitually used by any 

wild bird included in Schedule 1 
 obstruct or prevent any wild bird from using its nest 
 take or destroy the eggs of any wild bird 
 
Schedule 5 lists animals which have particular protection under the Act due to their conservation status.  
Offences again relate to intentional or reckless behaviour as regards: 
 
 kills, injures, or takes any wild animal 
 damages, destroys, or obstructs access to any structure or place which any wild animal included in 

Schedule 5 uses for shelter or protection 
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 disturbs any such animal while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for that purpose 
 

Other offences relate to sale and prohibited methods of killing or taking wild animals. 
 
Schedule 8 protects certain plant species due to their conservation status.  Offences relate to intentional 
or reckless behaviour as regards: 
 
 picking, uprooting, or destroying any wild plant on that schedule 
 or, not being an authorised person, intentionally uprooting any wild plant not included on that 

schedule 
 

Other offences relate to sale of wild plants. 
 
 
The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (as amended) 
Badgers and their setts are fully protected by the Act.  Except as permitted by the Act it is an offence to 
deliberately or recklessly: 
 
 kill, injure, take or attempt to take a badger from the wild; 
 possess the body or any remains of a dead badger; 
 possess, sell or offer for sale a living badger; 
 cruelly ill treat a badger; 
 use badger 'tongs' in any attempt to kill or take a badger from the wild; 
 dig for a badger; 
 use a firearm to kill a badger; 
 interfere with a badger sett by obstructing the entrance; 
 destroying the sett; 
 encouraging a dog to enter the sett; 
 in any way disturbing a badger while it is occupying a sett. 
 
 


